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A place owWatchList 2008 a dubious distinction for fourteen of Ohiosbiusing the latest research, including the
Christmas Bird Count and Breeding Bird Survey, Aoidaind the American Bird Conservancy analyzed pgopulat
size and trends, distribution, and threats toifgéné most critically imperiled birds in the U.Sed'Rist species

are those at greatest risk of regional extirpBiials. on the yellow list need effective consenatimm to avoid
slipping closer to “red” list status and potentiagpg@iearing from Ohio’s landscape. Together, we nmustreo

than watch these species disappear from our world us¥ecehto protect them before time runs out.

The following are some of the prioiatchList 2005pecies that depend on Ohio’s habitats and our atinserv
commitment. For more information about the comptiste\VgatchLisvisit www.audubonohio.org.

OHIO'S PRIORITY WATCHLIST SPECIES

WatchList

HENSLOWS SPARROW (Ammodramus henslowii Status

Loss of grassland breeding habitats through succession, chaggindf@ral practices, and.

urbanization have contributed greatly to the 85% state dedtif this species over the pas
40 years. With an estimated population of only 6,000 bird®hio, restoration and
protection of appropriate grassland habitats will be esséii maintain Henslow’s Sparrows

in the state.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (Protonotaria citreg

The loss of wetlands and channelization of streams aedsrim Ohio has probably

contributed greatly to the status of this charismatic sies of swamp forests and riparian Q
corridors. Partners in Flight has estimated Ohio’s pafioh to consist of approximately

300 individuals, though several nest box initiatives in tagedtave increased local

abundance in several Important Bird Areas.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER(Melanerpes erythrocephalus

Once abundant in Ohio’ oak-hickory forests and woodlots, #pecies has declined 78%, O
an estimated population of 35,000 birds. Competition for resstities with non-native

invasive species, and habitat loss due to urbanization amgjicigaagricultural practices may
have contributed towards the species’ decline.

Urbanization and succession are major factors contributindnéoloss of shrub-scrub
habitat for this species. They have declined by as mucA%srb5Ohio over the past 40
years to an estimated population level today of 51,b@fividuals. Long-term management
of old fields as shrub-scrub habitats is needed to prevent fudkeelines of this species.

PRAIRIE WARBLERDendroica discoloy Q

CERULEAN WARBLER(Dendroica cerulea
This bird of mature deciduous hardwood forests has declimg&0% over the last 40 yeaO
to an estimated population level of 70,000 individuals iroOFihe decline of this species

may be due to a number of different factors including halbitegmentation, loss of wintering
and stopover habitats, and loss of diversity in maturesbicanopies.
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OHIO
HABITATS AT RISK

In spite of a wealth of diverse habitats in thes stat
Ohio’s birdlife faces many perils from a variety of
threats. Habitat conversion and loss is one of the
leading threats to the survival of Ohio’s WatchList
species. In just two decades the amount of urban
land in Ohio increased 39% resulting in the loss of
a variety of different crucial habitats, including
some agricultural lands, which have decreased by
over 11% in the same period of time.

Shrublands and old-fields have likewise been lost
to urbanization, but the succession of forestland,
which has increased 8.5% in over two decades, has
also contributed to the loss of habitat necesisary f
shrub-scrub bird species..

Perhaps some of the most threatened habitats in
the state are wetlands. In over a 200 year period,
Ohio lost 90% of its wetland habitats.

WHAT AUDUBON
OHIO IS DOING

Audubon Ohio is working to educate Ohioans,
through our Centers and volunteer Chapters,
about the status of Ohio’s birdlife and the ways in
which people everywhere can participate in
meaningful conservation activities locally and
across broad landscapes.

Our Important Bird Areas (IBAS) initiative is
actively seeking, identifying, and protecting those
habitats that play a vital role in the lives o$ lnrd
Ohio.

We are advocating for the protection and
restoration of habitats, like the Great Lakes, that
host a diversity of birds throughout the year, and
addressing issues, like climate change, which
threatens all bird species globally.

WHAT YOU
CAN DO

There are many ways that you can conserve and
protect Ohio’s birds.

- Support innovative agricultural and energy
initiatives that protect habitat for birds on their
breeding and wintering grounds and during
migration.

- Participate in Citizen Science projects that
contribute to our understanding of the statusas bi
locally and nationally.

- Be an advocate for the protection and restoration of
critical bird habitats to policy-makers and busisess

-Volunteer for habitat restoration and monitoring
projects.

- Create habitat on your property regardless of the
size.

- Educate others about birds, their conservation, and
ways in which they can get involved.

SUPPORT AUDUBON
CONSERVATION EFFORTS

-Adopt a local Audubon Important Bird Area
www.audubonohio.org/bsc/ibas.html

-Join the Audubon Action Network
www.audubonaction.org/audubon/join.html

-Become a member of Audubon
www.joinaudubon.org/

-Volunteer with your local Audubon Chapter
www.audubonohio.org/chapters/

AUDUBON OHIO
692 N. High St., 303
Columbus, OH 43215
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